HIGHLANDS COUNTY CITRUS GROWERS

President’s Golumn uy aaron neison

The 33 Annual Meeting of the Highlands County Citrus Growers Association took place on
Thursday, March 2™ at the Seven- Sebring Raceway Hotel. It was a great occasion overall. We
shared a good meal, recognized outgoing officers for their service, elected new Board members,
and thanked the many sponsors of the 2022 Golf Tournament and Fun Shoot. Additionally, we
heard Florida Citrus Mutual’s Matt Joyner and Congressman Scott Franklin fill us in on the good
work they are doing on the state and federal levels on the industry’s behalf. If you couldn’t attend
this year, | hope you'll be able to join us in 2024.

On a personal note, | want to thank you all for the opportunity you’ve provided me to serve as
Association President for 2023. | also want to thank Emma Ezell for her leadership in 2022! The
industry is in one of the most perilous positions it has ever been in, and to be elected to serve as Board
President in times like these is truly humbling.

Even though we find ourselves in this tough spot as an industry, | still have reason for hope. With the
onset of spring, the longer days and warmer temperatures have finally triggered the groves to begin to
come out of the wintertime phase in which they look so bad.

The OTC therapies that are now coming online show real promise for healthier trees and better fruit
quality (I'm still trying to figure out how to convert gallons to milliliters and pounds to grams) and spray
applications of plant growth regulators like gibberellic acid and 2,4-D look like they could be key tools
in our toolboxes.

Over the course of the next year, | am looking forward to seeing and writing about how all
of these pieces come together to help our groves start moving forward rather than
backward. These therapies certainly aren’t the silver bullet that we all have been
waiting for, but they buy us more time as we continue to seek to be profitable in
this HLB world that we find ourselves in.

FEB
2023

One of the many things HLB has done is remind us that we are not in control.
The way | see it, we can react to this fact in one of two ways. First, we

e USDA Crop Forecast .

« Marvin Kahn could feel sorry for ourselves and wish we could have the control that we

« HCCGA Annual Mesting will never get. Alternatively, we can accept that we aren’t always in control

e Hurricane Insurance Addition and trust in the One who is; believing that He is good and has a plan for

« National OJ Day us and for our industry. | choose to do the latter and that is why | can say

* Citrus Industry Conference | have reason for hope. | firmly believe that this is a fight that we will win.

e Worker Protection Requirements

e Citrus Growers Institute

e HCCGA Newsletter Advertising

e Miss Florida Citrus

® Processed Orange Standards All the best,

e HCCGA Golf Day

¢ Wedgworth Leadership Inst. #M@W A/eém

e Marketing Orange Amend.

Let’s all work together, using the different gifts we’ve been given such
as intellect, ingenuity, and work ethic to defeat this disease; ultimately
trusting that God is in control.
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Annual Citrus Conference @ Bonita Springs

2023 Calendar of Events

April 4

Florida Citrus Growers’ Institute @ SFSC in Avon Park

April 13

Florida Citrus Show @ UF/IFAS IRREC and USDA Hort. Research Lab in Ft.

Pierce

April 27

HCCGA Golf Day @ SUN N LAKE Golf Club, Sebring

May 4
National OJ Day

June 14-16

August 16-17

Citrus Expo @ Lee County Civic Center

December 9

2023 HCCGA Citrus Fun Shoot @ Quail Creek

For additional information about any of these
meetings or events, contact Ray or Jan at the HCCGA office
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BY RAY ROYCE
Thank you to all of the sponsors who made our recent 33 HCCGA Annual
Meeting possible. | believe that our Association members, their guests and
other invited dignitaries who were there enjoyed an evening of great fellowship,
and perhaps even learned a little bit from our two guest speakers. Thank you to
Citrus Mutual’s Matt Joyner and our Congressman Scott Franklin for investing
some of their time with our folks, and updating them on a wide range of issues
affecting our industry.

The Florida Citrus Show will take place on Thursday, April 13" in Ft. Pierce. This
event is now part of the AgNet Media family, and they are incorporating a whole
new format for the event’s industry vendors and educational sessions including a tailgate party. So check
out the info about it in this month’s newsletter.

Your Association’s 2023 Golf Day, which is sponsored by our good friends at Heartland National
Bank, is coming up soon on Thursday, April 27" at the SUN ‘N LAKE Golf Club in Sebring. We will
have a great lunch prior to play, plenty of liquid refreshments on the course and some hors d’oeuvres
afterwards while we celebrate the award winners and give away the raffle prizes — so no one should go
home hungry or thirsty!

So if you are a golfer, please make plans to join us for a great afternoon of outdoor fun and fellowship.
There is a registration flier in this month’s newsletter, or give us a call at the office if you have any
questions, or would like to help by sponsoring a hole contest or some of the raffle drawing prizes.

The 2023 Annual Citrus Conference in Bonita Springs will take place on June 14" - 16". Now is the
time to make hotel room reservations and get pre-registered if you want to participate this great industry
gathering this year.

Citrus Expo 2023 is scheduled for August 16" and 17" at the Lee County Civic Center in Ft. Myers. The
planning for Expo’s educational seminars is about to get underway, with your Association helping in that
regard. These sessions are put on solely for the growers’ benefit, so please weigh in with me on what type
of information you are seeking and/or which speakers you are most interested in hearing from.

These newsletters, and some other operations of the Association, are possible due to a large extent by
those companies that advertise in the newsletter. | say that for two reasons — one to say thank you to
those companies that are making an investment in our Association and secondly, if you would like to
advertise in the newsletter there is information in this issue on how to do so. If you have any questions
about this, don’t hesitate in contacting either Jan or |.

| want to remind everyone that the Association is utilizing its social media presence more and more
through Facebook, Twitter and our blog. Please take advantage of these venues in order to keep up to
date on a wide range of topics associated with citrus and agriculture in Florida. Please also encourage
your friends and neighbors to follow us on these sites — we are trying to expand our reach and
communicate the good stories that our industry has to share. And finally, if you have some content you
would like to see get some social media coverage — get it to me.

Speaking of social media, | would encourage each and every one of our members to start thinking about
how you might want to do something on social media, or elsewhere, on Thursday, May 4™ for
National OJ Day. Take an active role in helping to promote our wonderful product.

Our goal is to keep our members as informed as possible on a wide range of issues, so please
never hesitate in contacting me day or night (cell phone: 863-381-8551) for additional _
information if you need it; or if | can be of any assistance on any matter, large or small. %

Tlocles Ry




Info
Notes

2022-2023 Florida Citrus

Production Guides

The 2022-2023 Florida Citrus Production Guides are
available to pick up at the UF/IFAS Highlands County
Extension office or the handbooks are available online (with
printable sections) at: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/cg101.

2022 Florida Citrus Growers’

Institute Presentations Online
The 2022 Florida Citrus Growers’ Institute was held on
April 5th at the South Florida State College Avon Park
campus. The educational presentations were recorded and
are available online at the citrus agent’s website: https://
citrusagents.ifas.ufl.edu/archived-presentations/2022/.
Here you will also find PDF versions of the slides.

UF/IFAS Podcasts for Growers

UF/IFAS and Southeast AgNet have partnered to provide
the latest news on citrus-related research in a monthly

“All in for Citrus” podcast. The podcasts feature short
interviews with scientists working to find solutions to

citrus greening and other devastating citrus diseases. The
podcast complements the new research update website
and citrus newsletter at: http://citrusresearch.ifas.ufl.edu/
newsletter-sign-up/. Podcasts may be downloaded to your
mobile phone, tablet or computer to be listened to at your
convenience.

“Florida OJ Break” License
Tags

The HCCGA office has a very good supply of the “Take A
Florida Orange Juice Break” license plates to share. Please
feel free to stop by the HCCGA office and get one for your
vehicles. We also have a limited supply of a few other types
of OJ related tags.
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Sales Tax Exemption Forms for
Ag Uses

Florida Farm Bureau has a very informative page on their
website that lists a number of potential agriculturally related
items that may be exempt from sales tax. It also contains a
recommended exemption form to be utilized. It can be found
at: https://www.floridafarmbureau.org/agricultural-sales-
tax-exemptions-in-florida/

UF/IFAS Research Website

The updated Citrus Research and Education Center (CREC)
website at https://crec.ifas.ufl.edu/citrus-research/ is now
live. The revamped site has the latest research information
on HLB management, detailed information on rootstock
trials, access to on-line presentations from UF/IFAS research
scientists, EDIS documents sorted by topic for easy access,
and more.

UF/IFAS OJ Break Programs

The central Florida UF/IFAS citrus extension agents are
providing an OJ Break Grower meeting series in a twice
monthly virtual program format. Upon registration you will
be sent a Zoom link for each meeting. To see the upcoming
meeting topics and register for the Zoom notice — go to:
https://citrusagents.ifas.ufl.edu/oj-break/.

Restricted Use Pesticide Exams
Restricted Use Pesticide exams are done using laptops at
most UF/IFAS county Extension offices. Whether you are
taking the test for the first time, renewing your license, or
adding a new category, you can take your exam at most
county Extension offices. In Highlands County, the Extension
office is scheduling exams for Wednesdays and Fridays. You
can schedule your exam online at https://pesticideexam.
ifas.ufl.edu/public/countylList.faces.

FDOC Webinars

The Florida Department of Citrus hosts monthly webinars in
order to provide key information on various topics important
to the Florida Citrus industry. To receive notifications on
webinars and other topics, please e-mail Katie Bruce at
kbruce@citrus.myflorida.com and ask to be added to
FDOC’s email distribution list.




USDA Citrus Crop Forecast
Update

All Oranges 16.1 Million Boxes All Grapefruit 1.60 Million Boxes

The 2022-2023 Florida all orange forecast The forecast of all grapefruit production is
released on March 8™ by the USDA Agricultural increased 100,000 from February to 1.60 million
Statistics Board is 16.1 million boxes, increased  boxes. The red grapefruit forecast is increased

March 8, 2023

100,000 boxes from the February forecast. If to 1.44 million boxes. The white grapefruit
realized, this will be 61 percent less than last forecast is lowered 20,000 boxes to 160,000
season’s final production. The forecast consists  boxes. The Row Count survey conducted
of 6.10 million boxes of non-Valencia oranges February 22-23, 2023, indicated 72 percent
(early, mid-season, and Navel varieties) and of grapefruit rows are harvested. Estimated
10.0 million boxes of Valencia oranges. utilization to March 1 for all grapefruit, with an
allocation for non-certified fruit 1.56 million
Non-Valencia Oranges 6.10 Million Boxes boxes.
The forecast of non-Valencia production is
increased by 100,000 boxes to 6.10 million Tangerines and Tangelos 500,000 Boxes
boxes. The Row Count survey conducted The forecast for tangerines and tangelos is
February 22-23, 2023, showed 94 percent of unchanged from the February forecast and
the early and mid-season non-Valencia rows, is 500,000 boxes, 33 percent less than last
excluding Navels, are harvested. Estimated season’s utilization of 750,000 boxes. This
utilization for non-Valencia oranges (including forecast number includes all certified tangerine
Navels) to March 1, with an allocation for non- and tangelo varieties.

certified fruit, is 6.09 million boxes. The Navel
forecast, included in the non-Valencia portion of
the forecast is 240,000 boxes.

Valencia Oranges 10.0 Million Boxes

The forecast of Valencia production is
unchanged from the February forecast and
remains at 10.0 million boxes. Current fruit size
is below the minimum and is projected to be
below the minimum at harvest, requiring 277
pieces to fill a 90-pound box. Current droppage
is above the maximum and projected to be
above the maximum at harvest. Harvest of
Valencia oranges is still in the early stages.
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In Memoriam - Marvin

Our friend, and founding Association member, Marvin Kahn passed
away on March 13, 2023. Mr. Kahn, a native of Sebring (April 18,
1933), was involved in everything related to growing, harvesting
and marketing citrus and did his utmost to nurture, protect and
promote Florida’s citrus industry

Marvin helped found the Highlands County Citrus Grower
Association in 1990 and served as our organization’s first President
at a time when local and state governmental issues potentially
threatened the citrus industry’s ability to operate in the short term,
and protect the value of agricultural property longer term.

He grew up in his family’s groves with his sister and two brothers.
In high school, Marvin developed an interest in both citrus and
cattle. He was in the FFA, served on the Student Council, and was
Class Officer each year in high school.

He went on to the University of Florida and majored in Animal Science with a minor in Citrus,
graduating in 1956. While there, he met and married Elsa Babette Kessler, from Leesburg, and
they have two children, Steven and Leah.

Upon graduation, Marvin developed a cattle ranch in Hardee County at Sweetwater, where

he and Elsa lived for two years before moving to Sebring to take over the role of managing
the day-to-day operations of the family groves. He formed Kahn Groves, Inc. as the family
caretaking entity, and in 1969 added Kahn Grove Service to care for properties in Highlands,
Hardee and Polk counties. A “grower’s grower”, he spent time in the groves deciding what the
groves needed and had a philosophy of “personalized service” for his customers

Marvin served on the Florida Citrus Commission from 1971 to 1979 when the industry
experienced a period of rapid growth and over-production. This led to the need to improve
marketing and ushered in the era of Anita Bryant, with Marvin a huge proponent of Florida
identification.

He was a member of the Highlands County and Florida Farm Bureau for over 65 years, serving
both on the board and as President; served as President of the Highlands County Cattleman’s
Association; First President of the Florida Beef Council; and was deeply committed to

both FFA and 4-H, where he was a Founding Member of the Highlands County 4-H Club
Foundation. He was honored with induction into the Florida Citrus Hall of Fame in 2018.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Kahn family and Marvin’s many friends. Thank you
Marvin for the many contributions you have made to our industry, our State and our Highlands
County community.

A private family funeral service will be held for Mr. Kahn with a celebration of life scheduled at a
later date.




2023 HCCGA Annual Meeting

The 33 Annual Meeting of the Highlands County Citrus Growers Association was held at the Seven -
Sebring Raceway Hotel on the evening of Thursday, March 2" with a social hour taking place prior to
the dinner and business program.

During the Association’s business meeting; membership elected 4 members to serve 3 year terms on
the Board of Directors, thanked departing Board member Hank Crutchfield for his exemplary service,
heard reports from Board officers, installed the Board officers for 2023 and expressed appreciation to
Emma Ezell for her work as Board President in 2022. The Association also recognized and thanked the
major sponsors of our 2022 Golf Tournament and Sporting Clays Fun Shoot fundraisers.

After the brief business portion of the evening, a full room of roughly 250 growers, allied industry
members and their guests heard from Matt Joyner (CEQ of Florida Citrus Mutual) and United
States Congressman Scott Franklin in regards to multiple issues pertinent to the future of our
industry. Mr. Joyner brought the attendees up-to-date on where things stand in regards to potential
relief programs associated with Hurricane lan and other programs that Florida Citrus Mutual is
advocating for on behalf of the Florida citrus industry. Congressman Franklin shared his perspective
on the overall Washington DC political scene, how the Republicans now being the majority party in the
House significantly changes how they are able to move potential legislation and the specific legislation
he has introduced on behalf of our industry.

We certainly appreciate all of the entities that chose to help defray the cost of the event through
sponsorship investment. We would especially like to thank the Florida Department of Citrus for
sponsoring our social hour and the audio/visual aspects of the program.

See additional photos on pages 8-9
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We Believe w FHlovida Cifs....

For more than 15 years, Magna-Bon has been helping citrus growers reduce copper toxicity in the soil. Our
product, CS 2005, uses less than a quarter pound of copper per acre compared to several pounds with
conventional coppers. With soil toxicity, this will drastically affect yields in the grove. Our systemic copper
sulphate pentahydrate in-solution formula penetrates the stemmata of the citrus tree, absorbing CS 2005 to
combat diseases such as: Brown Rot, Greasy Spot, Pink Pitting, Scab, Melanose, and Citrus Canker!

Industry Support

Magna-Bon supports regional trade shows, all
regional citrus growers’ associations, and various
sponsorships throughout the year. Although it is not
directly citrus related, Magna-Bon helped orchestrate
selling blueberries from a local blueberry farm to the
Central Florida area during the pandemic shutdown.
You can read the article in the
May 2020 issue of Florida Grower.

Backed by Research

We have more than nine years of research with the
UF/IFAS research program. Research by
Dr. Jim Graham notes that not only does Magna-Bon
CS 2005 have systemic capabilities, it also helps
with the suppression of citrus canker!

Click Here to Watch Our Video on
CS 2005 and See All Of Our
Research Information!

We believe in Florida citrus because it's our state.
Our manufacturing plant is in Okeechobee, and we
look forward to serving the agriculture community for
many years to come!

gna-BOIla

AGRICLILTURAL OONTRO. SOLUTICMNS

CS 2005

Our copper sulfate pentahydrate in-solution formula is
OMRI-listed with systemic capabilities! It's environmentally
friendly by using less than an 1/16 b to 1/8 Ib per acre of
metallic copper specifically designed to combat agricultural
disease in Citrus including:

Brown Rot, Greasy Spot, Pink Pitting, Scab,

Melanose & Citrus Canker!

Canker Control Trails in Grapefruit & Hamlin Oranges

Cina fasaarch § Erucaton Concars IFIFAS
O, 4m Gamham

CS 2005
100 PPM Gontrol

Less Copper, More Power!

v www.MagnaBon.com  LOHEL




A FRESH NEW LOOK

When: April 13 THANK YOU SPONSORS!

Where: A new location at the UF/IFAS Indian River Research ] ;Mc

and Education Center and the USDA Agricultural Research = An Agricultural

Sciences Company

Service, U.S. Horticultural Research Laboratory in Fort Pierce
FLORIDA COAST
. . . . EQUIPMENT
Highlights: A new condensed one-day format will bring CRDF , -
growers more value in the time spent at the event. An e
extended lunch period will allow networking with peers and
vendors, and educational seminars will include a morning n [ ] BASF @

general session and afternoon citrus and vegetable sessions. .
We create chemistry

The Trade Show Is Now a Tailgate Party! V%m’?éa
Visit more than 50 exhibitors AquaSpy.

Enjoy a smorgasbord of mouthwatering eats, and vote g des
for your favorite foods stmma
Play America’s favorite tailgate game!

Equipment Group

“l would encourage growers to

attend these events so that they

can learn from other growers as

well as the research community.

We can all benefit from sharing

our experiences on what is and

isn't working in this challenging
environment.”  -Daniel Scott, President

Indian River Citrus League [ \ llF|IFAS

UNTVERSITY of FLORITH

Schedule:

Breakfast - 8:00 — 9:00 a.m. P

Trade Show - 8:00a - 2:00 p.m. Hg cutura
. ) . = —— esearch

General Session - 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. Sarvice

Tailgate party — 11:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

Educational sessions - 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.




Option is in response to feedback from our customers.”

Tropical Storm Option, is available for Highlands County Florida.

insurance agents.

Tropical Storm Option Added
to Hurricane Insurance

After hearing directly from agricultural producers, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

is expanding its Hurricane Insurance Protection-Wind Index (HIP-WI) Endorsement with a
Tropical Storm Option. USDA's Risk Management Agency (RMA) will offer this option for the
2023 crop year. “During the past few years, many farmers have felt the impacts of tropical
activity, and it’s important that we offer risk management tools to protect agricultural producers
and their operations,” said RMA Administrator Marcia Bunger. “Adding this Tropical Storm

HIP-WI was first available for purchase for the 2020 hurricane season. It covers a portion of
the deductible of the underlying crop insurance policy when the county, or an adjacent one,
is hit with sustained hurricane-force winds from a named hurricane based on data from the
National Hurricane Center at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

RMA has now added the Tropical Storm Option to this endorsement for damage caused

by strong weather systems not categorized as hurricanes. The option would cover named
tropical storms, as reported by NOAA with maximum sustained winds exceeding 34 knots and
precipitation exceeding 6 inches over a four-day period. Both the wind trigger and precipitation
trigger must occur for an indemnity to be paid. The HIP-WI endorsement, including the new

During the past three years, HIP-WI has been a successful risk management tool for many
in affected areas, with nearly $550 million paid in indemnities to date. As an example, 2022’s
Hurricane lan resulted in almost $300 million in indemnity, of which about $260 million

is attributed to HIP-WI. Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop

hccga.com

CREATNE s ~\ | .
PRINTING |\ B R

WE CAN PRINT THAT c(352) 651-2780
] | E"""”""’"""ﬂ WWW.CENTRALANTCONTROL.COM

363.385.8383 ;' M.

facebook.com/hccga hccga.wordpress.com @hccitrusgrowers
A 863.385.5141
! CROP FARM LIFE
M AUTO HOME HEALTH
Dt NS ., chad.mcwaters@ffbic.com

Chad MCWaters

CFP®, ChFC®, CASSL®, CLU® Fax 863.385.5356

Agency Manager

Claims 800.330.3327




National OJ Day - May 4*

Just a quick reminder to all of our members and friends that Thursday, May 4" is National OJ Day. You
are encouraged to start to think about how, even in a very small way, you can help assist in reminding
your friends, neighbors and business associates that Americans have long had a love affair with orange
juice. In fact, we drink nearly one billion gallons a year — making it America’s favorite 100 peroent fruit juice

We collectively need to promote this day as a great opportunity to raise a glass to

the great taste and nutritional benefits of 100% orange juice. At the very least, . ‘\
please ask your social media contacts to go to @OJfromFlorida on Twitter

(#OdJselfie posts are encouraged) or www. facebook.com/FIoridaOrangeJuice

on Facebook and share a fun post about 100% Florida OJ. F]orlda

Orange Juice

<

Annual Florida Citrus Industry
Conference

Just a reminder to save the dates of June 14"-16™ for the Florida Citrus Industry Annual Conference in
Bonita Springs. Florida Citrus Mutual has planned another great conference that will include informative
educational sessions and a number of industry meetings for growers and associated partners to
participate in. There will also be a number of fellowship events to enjoy, and this is an extremely family
friendly event and venue if you have not attended the conference at the Hyatt Regency Coconut Point
Resort and Spa before.

You can now register for the conference and reserve your hotel accommodations through the Citrus
Mutual website at: https://flcitrusmutual.com/florida-citrus-industry-annual-conference/.

Phillip Rucks Citrus Nursery, Inc.
e st O WellsInsurance

BE3-535-1848 0 Contact: Serving the tnsurance needs of agriculture since 1983,
B63-635-T624 F Phillip Rucks
oF H - 2, -
Phil Rucks, Jr. ’ h% * Famns ' “anh'_em Company, Incorporated
P0. Box 1318 * Img Houses  » Caretabers * Nurseries i, Tl giemalont Diapaibutons
Frostproof, Florida 33843 + Ranches » Agra-relaed businesses
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infolrucksnursery.com
www.ruckscitrusnursery.com

Call us for a quote at (863)465-7155. "% Gasoline, Fuel, & Lubricants
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POST OFFICE BOX 2290 o LAKE PLACID, FL 33862-2290 www.agproducts.basf.com




FINANCING STRONGER
OUTCOMES FOR FARMS.

Partner with one of the the most experienced agricultural lenders in the industry

PGIM Real Estate’s Agricultural Finance Team offers a full suite of
customized financing solutions. With a legacy of deep sector expertise,
we can help agriculture landowners and investors realize their full potential.

Find out more at PGIMRealEstate.com/agfinance

Josh Culpepper

Josh.Culpepper@pgim.com
C: 407-473-9752
0O: 407-649-2197

© 2022 PGIM Real Estate is PGIM's real estate investment advisory business and operates through PGIM, Inc., @ registered investment advisor. Real Estate’s investment advisory business does not
include the private commercial real estate finance business, PGIM Real Estate Fitiance, and PAI, REF's agricultural loan business, which are not registered investment advisers, and do not provide advice:
regarding securities. Prudential, Pramerica, PGIM, their respective logos as well as the Rock symbol are service marks of PF and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. PFl s not
affiliated in any manner with Prudential plc, incorporated in the United Kingdom or with Prudential Assurance Company, a subsidiary of M&G ple,incorporated in the UK.

REF:004717.

@ PGIM REAL ESTATE

&

FARM CREDIT

OF FLORIDA

Financing For Farms, Homes
and Land

Call us today 866-635-8412

FOUAL BOUNG

NMLS 453938 LEWBER
__

Aquatic Management Senices
Anuatic Weed Control = Weed-Tech
Terrestrial Weed Control = Industrial & Right-of-Way
(863) 533-8882 = (B00) 408-8882
P.D. Box 1469 » Eagle Lake, Florida 33839-1459
Fax (863) 534-3322
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Andy Russell
Phone (863) 465-2821 ° Fax (863) 699-1162

109 Arron Drive ® Lake Placid, FL 33852

COMPLETE CITRUS MANAGEMENT

giG L TIRR
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1109 W Main St., Avon Park 33825
863/452-2031 bigttire.net

FOR ALL YOUR AGRICULTURE,
PERSONAL TIRE AND
VEHICLE SERVICE NEEDS




The Florida Citrus Show

The Florida Citrus Show, taking place on April 13", is introducing a new look, location and format. Complete
details about the seminar sessions will be available soon. However, be sure to mark your calendar for
the new and improved Florida Grower Citrus Show.

Florlda
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Be sure to stop and visit each vendor! Exhibitors will be
competing for the “top tailgater” award. Growers can vote for their favorite tailgate dish, and the
exhibitor with the most votes wins. Growers who participate by voting will be entered into a drawing for
a prize.

Now under AgNet Media management, the Florida Grower
Citrus Show is introducing a fun new format for the event.
This year, the trade show will feature the Florida Grower
Tailgate Party. Growers will be able to visit with vendors
and sample food from more than 50 exhibitors.

C

The tailgate hub will be the center of the action. This will be where you can grab breakfast and a coffee
in the morning and a BBQ lunch during the tailgate party in between seminar sessions. Try your hand
at cornhole while you network with exhibitors. There is no better place to casually and comfortably
network with your fellow growers.

The tailgate party will take place on April 13" in Fort Pierce in the parking lot between UF/IFAS Indian
River Research and Education Center and the USDA Horticultural Research Laboratory.

Registration is complimentary for commercial growers, farm owners and managers, professional crop
advisers, association executives and board members, and the government, legislative, and agricultural
research communities.

When: April 13, 2023

Breakfast: 8:00-9:00 a.m.

Trade Show: 8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
General session: 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Tailgate party: 11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Educational sessions: 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Where: Fort Pierce, Florida at the UF/IFAS Indian River Research and Education Center (2199 South
Rock Road) and the USDA Agricultural Research Service U.S. Horticultural Research Laboratory (2001
South Rock Road).

To learn more or pre-register, visit the FL Citrus Show.com website at: https://floridagrower.
net/2023-florida-citrus-show/.
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Worker Protection Standard Z
Requirements - Central Location
Posting ‘

The Worker Protection Standard (WPS) is a federal regulation that all agricultural workers and pesticide handlers
must follow when working with and around pesticides. The WPS has guidelines to train workers and handlers
on pesticide use and exposure. Employers must also follow the WPS by providing workers and handlers

with personal protective equipment, decontamination supplies, and information about pesticides used at the
establishment.
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One of the requirements employers must follow is posting pesticide and safety information in a central location to
which all employees have access. This can be where employees gather to begin work, take breaks, etc. Examples

of what information a central location should contain are: ‘

Pesticide Hazard Information:

This information should include the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for all pesticides applied to the location in the last -
30 days. The SDS contains pesticide exposure and first aid procedures, chemical information, and details about /
the pesticide useful in case of an emergency. The employer must post the SDS of pesticides within 24 hours of l

the end of the application. Employers may also have the SDS available for employees in a hardcopy form, such

as a binder or electronic format, such as on a computer. If either of these methods is used for displaying SDS, all ~
employees must have access to these methods during regular working hours.

Pesticide Application Information: This information must also be available within 24 hours of the pesticide
application. Employers can create a chart that has the following information:
- Pesticide name
Active ingredients
EPA registration number
Restricted Entry Interval (REI)
Date and time of application (beginning and ending time)
Location of application (ex: block #)
- Crops treated
This information must be displayed when there are workers or handlers on the property. The information must also
be displayed for 30 days after the REI has expired or 30 days after the application if no REl is specified on the
label.
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Pesticide Safety Information:

The Pesticide Information and Safety Poster must list information on reducing pesticide exposure,
decontamination instructions, and avoiding treated areas. The poster also should have an area where employers
must provide critical information for use during an emergency. Here the employer must provide the name, location,
and phone number of the nearest medical facility and the name and location of your establishment if emergency
personnel must come out to your farm. Also, contact information for the state or tribal regulatory agency must

be listed; in most cases, that would be the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS).

If the medical facility or state regulatory agency information changes, employers must update the information

at the central location within 24 hours. Pesticide safety information must also be displayed in decontamination
areas. This refers to either a permanent decontamination location or where supplies are located for 11 or more ’
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employees.

Important things to remember:

All workers and handlers must have access to these materials at all times during their working hours. Al N
employees must understand the information provided at the central location. Images and translated materials can

be used if the information can be easily conveyed and understood by workers and handlers. Employers should ,
ensure that all postings provided at the central location are legible and replaced as needed. For more information~

or WPS training and safety materials, you can contact your local UF/IFAS Extension agent or visit the Pesticide \C’}
Educational Resources Collaborative (PERC) website at: http://pesticideresources.org//index.html.




2023 Florida Citrus Growers’
Institute

The 2023 Florida Citrus Growers’ Institute program will be held on Tuesday, April 4" on the campus of
South Florida State College’s University Center Auditorium in Avon Park. Save the date now to plan to
join the all-day educational event complete with CEU’s for Certified Crop Advisors and Restricted Use
Pesticide license holders and lunch. More details on the agenda and registration will be coming soon.
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HCCGA Citrus Connection
Newsletter Advertising

HCCGA produces our monthly newsletter at the completion of each month, and it is published

shortly thereafter. The ads you see in this newsletter are what make it possible for it to be produced
and distributed, both in hard copy and electronically. In addition to our membership mailing list, the
newsletter is also sent to our entire electronic contact list, which includes firms associated with other
agricultural enterprises and is archived for at least one year on the Association’s Website: www.

hccga.com.

So if you would like more information about how to advertise with the Association, or would like to
place an insertion order, contact Ray or Jan at the HCCGA office. Below are our advertising rates:
HCCGA Newsletter Advertising Rates

Full Page - Full Color $ 300.00 - per month

Full Page - Black & White $ 225.00 - per month

Half Page - Full Color $ 200.00 - per month

Half Page - Black & White $ 150.00 - per month
Business Card - Full Color $ 500.00 - one year/12 issues
Business Card - Black & White $ 400.00 - one year/12 issues
Business Card - Full Color $ 350.00 - six months/6 issues
Business Card - Black & White $ 250.00 - six months/6 issues

** Business card size ads must be placed for a minimum of six months.
** Half and Full page ads must be placed for a minimum of three months.




Miss Florida Citrus
Crowned

Casana Fink of Ocala was crowned the 2023 Miss Florida Citrus Feb. 25 in
Winter Haven. She will help promote the Florida citrus industry over the next
year. Fink was chosen during the Miss Florida Citrus and Miss Winter Haven
Program held at Polk State College.

Ms. Fink, 24, is a graduate of the University of Florida, where she was a
member of The National Society of Leadership and Success. She graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in telecommunications and attended Condé

Nast College in London, where she received her fashion certification. Ms.
Fink is an online fashion business entrepreneur with the goal of running a
business while also being a fashion buyer for a high-end department store.
In addition, she is a children’s book author.

An appearance by Miss Florida Citrus may be scheduled by contacting
Brenda Eubanks Burnette at 561-351-4314.

Florida Processed Orange
Standards Reduced

The Florida Citrus Commission (FCC) on Feb. 22 reduced processed orange maturity standards for
the remainder of this season due to the negative effects of 2022’s Hurricane lan. The emergency rule,
proposed by the Florida Department of Citrus (FDOC), requires that all processed oranges have a Brix
value of no less than 7.0. The rule also stipulates that there shall be no minimum ratio of total soluble
solids to anhydrous citric acid. The rule took effect Feb. 23 and ends at 11:59 p.m. on May 23.

The FDOC reported that due to Hurricane lan, significant amounts of the Florida orange crop will have
a ratio of solids to citric acid below the 9-1 minimum established by rule. It said the current rule would
prevent growers from selling fruit that does not meet the current minimum ratio of solids to citric acid.
The FDOC added that industry leaders requested the emergency rule.

FCC Chairman Steve Johnson said he thought lowering the Brix to 7.0 with no ratio requirement would
be a bit extreme. He said it would send a negative message that the FCC is not holding the industry

to a standard. He suggested that the FCC instead make the same changes that were made last

year during a freeze, lowering the Brix to 8.0 with the ratio at 8.5. But Commissioner Marty McKenna
requested that the FCC move forward with the rule as presented by the FDOC, and Johnson joined all
other commissioners to make the vote unanimous.

While the FCC’s emergency rule is for fruit going into juice, the federal Brix minimum standard for not-
from-concentrate orange juice is also a concern for the Florida citrus industry.

Source: Florida Department of Citrus




2023 HCCGA Golf Day

The Highlands County Citrus Growers Association’s annual golf tournament has been scheduled for
the afternoon of Thursday, April 27t this year, at the SUN ‘N LAKE Golf Club in Sebring. So make
plans to join us for a fun day on the golf course. A 12:00 PM luncheon and sign-in will precede
the 1:00 PM tee off. LLunch, range balls, on-course hot dogs-water-soda-beer, post tournament hors
d’oeuvres and a raffle drawing prize ticket will be included in each golfing entry.

The cost is $100.00 per player ($400.00 per foursome), and the tournament is open to the public. A
four-player team scramble format will be used in the tournament.

Thanks to our friends at Heartland National Bank for being the title sponsor of this event again

this year. We have plenty of other sponsorship opportunities available for this event including hole
contests, putting green and driving range sponsorships @ $150.00 each, beverage cart sponsorship
@ $500.00 and luncheon & post play hors d’oeuvres sponsorship @ $500.00. Also, if any entity would
like to provide a quality raffle prize (or contribute monetarily to do so) for the post play raffle drawings,
contact Ray or Jan at the HCCGA office.

A tournament registration flier is included in this month’s newsletter - however; if you need additional
info about this event, contact Ray or Jan at the HCCGA office (863) 385-8091.

Nominations for Wedgworth
Leadership Institute Class Xl

The UF/IFAS Wedgworth Leadership Institute for Agriculture and Natural Resources (WLIANR) is
soliciting nominations for Class Xl of its two-year leadership development program.

Utilizing 11 multi-day seminars throughout Florida, the United States, and internationally, WLIANR
develops leaders to ensure a strong and adaptable Florida agriculture and natural resources industry
for generations to come. WLIANR aims to prepare leaders to assume greater responsibilities in their
organizations, industries, and communities; create strategic alliances to build strong networks; analyze
complex issues to influence constructive change and to develop a better understanding of self and
others, as well as the diverse communities in which we live and work.

To be eligible for consideration, nominees must:
e be at least 25 years old;
e have resided in Florida for a minimum of one year;
e receive a substantial portion of their income from Florida agriculture, natural resources, and/or
related industries;
e and demonstrate strong leadership potential.

Self-nominations are accepted. Nominations close June 1 and applications are due no later than June
15. Class Xl will begin in Gainesville in November 2023. To learn more about WLIANR and to submit a
nomination, visit wedgworthleadership.com.
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River Gree Cuntry Club  sorsorsaty
Avon Park

12:00 Lunch/Check-In Heartland
1:00 Shotgun Start National Bank

Team Foursome - $400.00

Includes 4 players & lunch
$50 Gift Certificates Awarded to the winners of special events

Please sigh me up for a Team Foursome - $400.00
Range balls and a participation prize raffle ticket included for all golfing participants

Enclosed is my check for $ Please Bill Me:
Contact Name: Additional Info: (863) 385-8091
Phone: Fax : (863) 385-6829
E-Mail: E-Mail: admin@hccga.com
Address: Mail form & check to: HCCGA
6419 US Hwy 27 S, Sebring, FL. 33876
Player #1 Handicap
Player #2 Handicap
Player #3 Handicap
Player #4 Handicap

Luncheon & Post Tournament Hors D’oeuvres
Complimentary Hot Dogs, Water, Soft Drinks & Beer on Course



Florida Growers to Vote on
Marketing Order Amendments

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will conduct a referendum April 3-May 1 on proposed
amendments to the federal marketing order regulating the handling of oranges, grapefruit, tangerines
and pummelos grown in Florida.

Notice of the referendum was published in the Federal Register on Jan. 18, 2023 at: https://www.
federalregister.gov/documents/2023/01/18/2023-00856/amendments-to-the-marketing-order-for-
oranges-grapefruit-tangerines-and-pummelos-grown-in-florida.

The proposed amendments would include reducing the size and quorum requirements of the

Citrus Administrative Committee and revising the nomination and selection processes of committee
members. The requirement to allocate committee seats based on volume from each district would be
removed. Lastly, a new section would authorize the committee to receive and expend domestically
sourced voluntary contributions and grant funds for promotion and research projects.

The committee, which locally administers the federal marketing order for Florida citrus under USDA's
oversight, seeks these changes to reflect industry consolidation and reduced production. Having a
smaller committee size would enable the committee to fulfill membership and quorum requirements,
thereby ensuring a more efficient and orderly flow of business. The authority to accept voluntary
contributions would allow for more collaboration with other organizations for research and promotional
activities.

The proposed amendments would become effective if approved by two-thirds of the growers voting
in the referendum or by those representing at least two-thirds of the volume of citrus grown by those
voting in the referendum.

USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) will mail ballots and voting instructions to growers. To
be eligible to vote, a grower must have produced oranges, grapefruit, tangerines and/or pummelos in
Florida from Aug. 1, 2021-July 31, 2022.

Eligible growers who have not received a ballot may request one by calling 863-324-3375 or by
mailing the request to Southeast Region Branch Office, Market Development Division, Specialty
Crops Program, AMS, USDA, 1124 1st Street South, Winter Haven, FL 33880. More information
about the marketing order regulating the handling of Florida citrus is available on the AMS 905 Florida
Citrus webpage at: https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/moa/905-florida-citrus.
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\ > CRAFT's mission is to move lab and research solutions into commercial

groves for commercial-scale field trials, collect data on the results of those
field trials and create an integrated data management system allowing

growers, researchers and other interested parties to analyze the efficacy and

CITRUS RESEARCH AND FIELD TRIAL efficiency of various strategies, treatments and therapies.

FOUNDATION, INC.

For additional information, contact Tamara Wood - 863.698.9276 or tamara@craftfdn.org




Stast each day the cituws way!

602 McKean Street
Auburndale, FL 33823
Office (863) 965-5302
Fax (863) 965-5966
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LAKE PLACID'S
ONE STOP

AUTOMOTIVE CENTER!

624 Hwy 27 S.
Lake Placid, FL 33852
(863) 465-5057
seminoletire.com

We All Thank You For

Dean Evans (863) 287-2251
Keith Hinkle (863) 381-1735

Mike Whitney (863) 581-3674
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Associate Members

Please Support Associate Members Who Support HCCGA.

Active Minerals
Advantage Hedging & Topping, Inc.
Advent Health Foundation
Aerobotics
Ag Flying Services, Inc.
AglLogic Chemicals
Ag Nutrients
AgAmerica Lending, LLC
Ag-Engine Controls
Aglime Sales, Inc.
AgNet Media, Inc/Citrus Industry Magazine
Agribasics, Inc.
Agricultural Risk Management
Agro-K
Agromillora Florida
AgroSource, Inc.
Ag Technologies
Ag-Tronix
Alan Jay Fleet Sales
Applied Aquatic Management, Inc.
Assured Partners of Florida
Bagwell Lumber Company
Barben Fruit Company, Inc.
BASF
Bayer CropScience
Benny Albritton Grove Service, Inc.
Bethel TriYield
Big T Tire
Bill Jarrett Ford
BioFlora
BioSafe Systems, LLC
Blacksmith BioScience
Blue Goose Growers
BMP Logic
Bowsmith, Inc.
Brandt Consolidated, Inc.
Brite Leaf Citrus Nursery
C-Green-Ag Biotechnology
Carlson Accouning
Carden & Associates, Inc.
Center Ridge Caretaking, Inc.
CenterState Bank
Central Florida Ag Service, Inc.
Central Florida Media Group
Central Florida Soil Lab
Central Life Sciences
Certis Biologicals
Chemical Containers, Inc.
Chemical Dynamics
CitraPac, Inc.
CitruSaver Fertilizer
CliftonLarsonAllen, LLC
Cohan Radio Group, Inc.
Coker Fuel
Coldwell Banker Highlands Properties
Creative Printing
Crop Disaster Recovery, LLC
Cutrale Citrus Juices USA, Inc.
D & S Drainage, LLC
David Cannon Well Drilling, Inc.
DeMott Auction Co., Inc.
Diamond R Fertilizer
DFL International
Duke Energy
Dundee Citrus Growers Association
Dunson Harvesting, Inc.
Ecological Laboratories
EIP Citrus Management

Everglades Equipment Group
Everglades Harvesting, Inc.
Farm Credit of Florida
Fauls, Jackie
Fields Equipment Co., Inc.
Fleet Products
Florida Chemical Company
Florida Citrus Mutual
Florida Fertilizer Company, Inc.
Florida Grove Hedgers, Inc.
Florida Senator Erin Grall
Florida Sod of Highlands County, Inc.
Florida Southern College
Florida’s Natural Growers
Florikan ESA, LLC
Flo-Tec Automation Associates, Inc.
Floyd & Associates, Inc.
FMC
Frostproof Growers Supply, Inc.
Gary Cooper
Gator Ag Group, Inc.
GeoAg Solutions
Glade & Grove Supply Co., Inc.
Glades Crop Care
Glades Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Gowan
Greater Sebring Chamber of Commerce
Griffin Fertilizer Company
Grove Crafters, Inc.

H.C. Clerk of Courts Jerome Kasubowski
H.C. Commissioner Arlene Tuck
H.C. Commissioner Chris Campbell
H.C. Commissioner Don E. Elwell
H.C. Commissioner Kevin Roberts
H.C. Commissioner Scott Kirouac
H.C. Office of Economic Development
H.C. Tax Collector Eric T. Zwayer
Hancock Citrus, Inc.

Harrel's LLC
Robert Hartman
Harvest Harmonics
Harvey's Fertilizer & Chemical
Heartland Ag Capital & Consulting
Heartland National Bank
Helena Agri Enterprises. LLC
Hicks Qil Co., Inc
Highlands County Cattlemans Assoc., Inc.
Highlands County Farm Bureau
Himrod Citrus Nursery
Home & Commercial Irrigation, Inc.
Hood Citrus Caretaking
Howard Fertilizer & Chemical Company, Inc.
InTerra Ag
John H. O'Neal
Johnson Harvesting, Inc.

JW Yonce & Sons
Kahn Citrus Management, LLC/Murphy Ag Solutions
KeyPlex
Krause Services
L. Dicks, Inc.
Lake June Realty
Lake Placid Caretakers, Inc.
Lake Placid Citrus Cooperative
Laye's Tire Service
Lisa Sherman, CPA, PA
Living Water Services, Inc.
Locher Environmental Technology, LLC
Locus Agricuttural Solutions

M.E. Stephens & Sons Fruit Co., Inc.
Magna-Bon I, LLC
Maxijet, Inc.
MetLife Agricultural Investments
Mid State Fire Equipment, Inc.
Miller Chemical & Fertilizer
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management
Newton Crouch, Inc.
NovaSource
Nufarm Americas, Inc.
Nutrien Ag Solutions
Nutrient Technologies, LLC
Ole South Auto Salvage, Inc.
Orchid Island Juice Company
ORO Agri, Inc.
Pantuso, Inc.
Patriot Welding Supply
Peace River Citrus Products, Inc.
Performance Nutrition/ LidoChem
Phillip Rucks Citrus Nursery, Inc.
Plant Food Systems
PGIM Real Estate Finance
Quail Creek Sporting Ranch
Rabo Agri Finance
Ridge Equipment Company
Rogers Petroleum, Inc.
Seminole Tire Co. of Lake Placid
SEVEN Sebring Raceway Hotel
Shutts & Bowen, LLP
John F. Smoak and Sons
Smoak Groves, Inc.
Somers Irrigation, Inc.
Southeast Ag Solutions
Southeast Green Space & Life Soils
South Florida State College
South Ridge Abstract and Title Co.
Southern Citrus Nurseries
Southern Gardens Grove Corp.
Southridge Citrus Nursery, Inc.
Stallings Crop Insurance Corporation
SunRidge Harvesting Company
SVN Saunders Ralston Dantzler Real Estate
Syngenta
Taylor Oil Company, Inc.
Tessenderlo Kerley, Inc.
The Andersons, Inc.
The Avanti Company
The Citrus Advisor
The Story Companies
TIMAC Agro USA, Inc.
Trademark Nitrogen
Tradewinds Power Corp
TriEst Ag Group
Tree Defender
Triangle Chemical Co.
Triangle Hardware
Tropicana Products, Inc.
Valent
Vortex Granular Solutions. LLC
W.A. Williams Citrus Nursery & Service Inc.
Wards Nursery, Inc.
Wauchula State Bank
Waypoints Financial
Wedgworth, Inc.
Wells and Associates Insurance J
Wheeler Brothers, Inc. B
Wicks, Brown, Wiliams and Co., CPAs
Yara North America, Inc




Cutting Edge Nutrition & Crop Protectioh
for Trees Impacted by Citrus HLB
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BRANDT, a leading provider of specialty inputs, offers a wide range of proprietary nutrition and crop protection products.
The following products are recommended to help treat trees that have been impacted by Citrus HLB.

Spring Pre-Bloom through Post-Bloom Sprays:

Foliar Feed with Boron, Calcium and Magnesium

= BRANDT® Manni-Plex® Cal-Mag - high efficiency foliar
calcium/magnesium

= BRANDT Manni-Plex for Citrus - high efficiency foliar
nutrient combo for citrus

= BRANDT Smart B-Mo - high efficiency foliar
boron/molybdenum

= Celite® 610 - mechanical insecticide that contains 100%
diatomaceous earth, OMRI Listed

Complexed Nutrients:

Feed with Dry Lignosulfates

= Agra Sol -dry soluble powder chelated micronutrients

Summer Oil Sprays:
Foliar Feed and Protect

= BRANDT Smart K B - high efficiency foliar
potassium/boron

= Nordox® 75 WG or 30/30 - copper fungicide,
OMRI Listed

= TresQil® - emulsified fungicide/insecticide spray oil,
OMRI Listed

For more information, contact J.R. Gough at
Jr.Gough@brandt.co or 863 781 0363

Brandt Consolidated, Inc. B M
www.brandt.co ®



