HIGHLANDS COUNTY CITRUS GROWERS

President’s Golumn vy Bert Harris

The view from the tailgate: The OTC tree injection seems to be slowing the march of citrus greening
consequences. Research and anecdotal observations indicate that the vast majority of trees that

were injected are faring significantly better than those which were not. Certainly, tree age and condition
prior to the injection plays a significant role.

Varietal and age specific responses should come more into focus in the coming weeks or months.
Hopefully wide spread OTC injection applications will also have a cumulative impact on how “hot” psyllids
are in the future, thus reducing the re-infection rate to some degree.

Aaron Himrod, who serves as the CRDF Research Committee Chairman, advised our board just last
week that there are additional compounds showing significant promise as injections to either
complement or replace OTC. These compounds are being further tested-- but some of them should be
available to our growers in the coming days or weeks. Aaron also told us that the injection results appear
to be cumulative over the years. Trees which have been injected a number of years continue to improve
exponentially over time.

Our growers must now determine the block specific inputs to support our trees thru the next injection
and production cycle. And our decisions get to be made with or without data. AND we see more and
more Highlands County groves being given a massive dose of iron (front end loader).

Your Association will continue to support the membership. We will provide both the latest tailgate
observations as well as the best science-based technology, both to continue the fight.

The Association will also provide information resources to support your hard decisions
regarding the change of use of your land.

MAR

For those considering land use changes, whether for specific blocks or for entire
2024 groves, several factors should be considered. Property tax, FSA, NRCS and

« Particle Film Protection FDACS sgpport, and of course zoning and Iapd use regulation. 'Ray has

e $47M for Citrus been guiding our membership and advocating for these benefits for years.
* Citrus Expo 2024 Several members have benefited by Ray’s advocacy during zoning and

e HCCGA Newsletter Advertising land use proceedings.

e FDOC Marketing Agency ) , . .
« FL Citrus Mutual Speech Contest Ray will be developing a list of factors to consider should you conclude

 CSU Hurricane Forecast that a change of land use, either temporarily or permanently, is necessary.
* Citrus Property Tax Valuation For example, removal of trees for the very low property tax rate; the effect
elelil ORD ey of growing melons for one year on that special tax rate; USDA and FSA

* CRAFT Updates ; . . ) )
« Ag Leadership Program assistance in converting to other crops; and zoning changes.

* Annual Gitrus Conference So do not hesitate in contacting Ray at the HCCGA office if you have
e USDA Crop Forecast :

any guestions.
» HCCGA Golf Day ya

e Citrus Land Sales/Prices gW#W ///
e Farm TEAM Card



2024 Calendar of Events

April 25
HCCGA Golf Day @ Sun ‘N Lake Golf Club in Sebring

May 4
National OJ Day - Drink Up!

June 12-14
Annual Citrus Conference @ Hyatt Regency Coconut Point, Bonita Springs

August 21-22
Citrus Expo @ Florida State Fairgrounds in Tampa

December 14
HCCGA Citrus Fun Shoot
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For additional information about any of these
meetings or events, contact Ray or Jan at the HCCGA office
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| have participated in a couple of meetings recently that have provided some
potentially good news in regards to production tools that should available for
utilization in the battle against Greening in the relatively short term. | know
that optimism is hard to come by in our industry at this stage, and that the
resources required to stay in the game and try new things are perhaps even
harder to come by.

However, | believe it is clear that OTC injections have proved to be beneficial
to most trees — unless trees are suffering from significant issues unrelated to
HLB. Growers are now experimenting with how to fine tune their OTC injection

strategies (rates, trunk placement, double injection sites, etc.).

It also appears that the cumulative effect of wide spread OTC injection may be making psyllid populations
less “hot”, which may reduce reinfection rates.

There also are number of other compounds that are showing very good efficacy in some research field
trials as compared to OTC injected “control trees” that we should be hearing more about very soon. It
seems that there may be a number of “injectable options” for growers to utilize in the near future, both as
an alternative to OTC or perhaps in conjunction with it.

Our Association’s Golf Day, which is annually sponsored by our good friends at Heartland National
Bank, is coming up real soon on the afternoon of Thursday, April 25". It should be another great
fellowship event, so check out the info in this month’s newsletter if you have any interest in joining the fun.

Citrus Expo 2024 is scheduled for August 21t & 22", The planning for the Expo, and its educational
seminars, is now underway. Seminar topics and speakers will be discussed by a planning group very soon
— 50 it is not too late to offer suggestions if you feel there is a topic that is important to be covered during
Expo — just give me a call and let me know.

| want to remind everyone that the Association is utilizing its social media presence more and more
through Facebook, Twitter and our blog. Please take advantage of these venues in order to keep up to
date on a wide range of topics associated with citrus and agriculture in Florida. Please also encourage
your friends and neighbors to follow us on these sites — we are trying to expand our reach and
communicate the good stories that our industry has to share. And finally, if you have some content you
would like to see get some social media coverage — get it to me.

Speaking of social media, | would encourage each and every one of our members to do something on
social media, or elsewhere, on Saturday, May 4" for National OJ Day. Take an active role in helping to
promote our wonderful product.

| want to remind our grower members that there are at least three governmental entities that you need to
make sure you are annually staying current with: the Highlands County Appraisers office, the USDA Farm
Service Agency office in Okeechobee and the Highlands Soil & Water Conservation District office at the
Bert Harris Ag Center. Having the correct information about your operation on file with these folks can
either save you some money or potentially result in you gaining some cost share or grant assistance. So
please make it part of your routine to check in with the folks in these offices at least once a year.

Our goal is to keep our members as informed as possible on a wide range of issues, so please
never hesitate in contacting me day or night (cell: 863-381-8551) for additional information if you & \
need it; or if | can be of any assistance in any matter, large or small. And remember that if d

you are not getting very regular e-mail updates from us - please let us know right away.
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Info
Notes

2023-2024 Florida Minimum
Wage

Just a reminder that the third increase dictated by the 2020
constitutional amendment, raised Florida’s minimum wage
rate to $12 an hour on September 30", The voter-approved
amendment will gradually lead to a $15-an-hour minimum
wage on September 30, 2026.

2023 Citrus Expo Presentations
The educational seminars at the 2023 Citrus Expo are now
available online at: https://crec.ifas.ufl.edu/citrus-research/
presentations/citrus-expo-2023/.

2023-2024 Florida Citrus

Production Guides

The 2023-2024 Florida Citrus Production Guides are
available to pick up at the UF/IFAS Highlands County
Extension office or the handbooks are available online (with
printable sections) at:
https://crec.ifas.ufl.edu/resources/production-guide/.

2023 Florida Citrus Growers’

Institute Presentations Online
The 2023 Florida Citrus Growers’ Institute was held on April
4th at the South Florida State College Avon Park campus.
The educational presentations were recorded and are
available online at the citrus agent’s website: Here you will
also find PDF versions of the slides.
https://citrusagents.ifas.ufl.edu/archived-
presentations/2023/

UF/IFAS Podcasts for Growers
UF/IFAS and Southeast AgNet have partnered to provide
the latest news on citrus-related research in a monthly

“All in for Citrus” podcast. The podcasts feature short
interviews with scientists working to find solutions to
citrus greening and other devastating citrus diseases. The
podcast complements the new research update website
and citrus newsletter at: http://citrusresearch.ifas.ufl.edu/
newsletter-sign-up/. Podcasts may be downloaded to your
mobile phone, tablet or computer to be listened to at your
convenience.

“Florida OJ Break” License
Tags

The HCCGA office has a very good supply of the “Take A
Florida Orange Juice Break” license plates to share. Please
feel free to stop by the HCCGA office and get one for your
vehicles. We also have a limited supply of a few other types
of OJ related tags.

Sales Tax Exemption Forms for
Ag Uses

Florida Farm Bureau has a very informative page on their
website that lists a number of potential agriculturally related
items that may be exempt from sales tax. It also contains a
recommended exemption form to be utilized. It can be found
at: https://www.floridafarmbureau.org/agricultural-sales-
tax-exemptions-in-florida/

UF/IFAS Research Website

The updated Citrus Research and Education Center (CREC)
website at https://crec.ifas.ufl.edu/citrus-research/ is now
live. The revamped site has the latest research information
on HLB management, detailed information on rootstock
trials, access to on-line presentations from UF/IFAS research
scientists, EDIS documents sorted by topic for easy access,
and more.

UF/IFAS OJ Break Programs

The central Florida UF/IFAS citrus extension agents are
providing an OJ Break Grower meeting series in a twice
monthly virtual program format. Upon registration you will
be sent a Zoom link for each meeting. To see the upcoming
meeting topics and register for the Zoom notice — go to:
https://citrusagents.ifas.ufl.edu/oj-break/.

Restricted Use Pesticide Exams
Restricted Use Pesticide exams are done using laptops at
most UF/IFAS county Extension offices. Whether you are
taking the test for the first time, renewing your license, or
adding a new category, you can take your exam at most
county Extension offices. In Highlands County, the Extension
office is scheduling exams for Wednesdays and Fridays. You
can schedule your exam online at https://pesticideexam.
ifas.ufl.edu/public/countyList.faces.

FDOC Webinars

The Florida Department of Citrus hosts monthly webinars in
order to provide key information on various topics important
to the Florida Citrus industry. To receive natifications on
webinars and other topics, please e-mail news@citrus.
myflorida.com and ask to be added to FDOC’s email
distribution list.
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Protect Trees With
Particle Films

By Christopher Vincent

Particle film is a useful tool to take the edge off stress to citrus
trees caused by weather and HLB. University of Florida Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) research over the past
several years shows moderate concentrations of kaolin particle
films cause trees to grow faster, suffer less water loss and keep
leaves cooler, even when affected by HLB. Particle films also repel
Asian citrus psyllids.

In young trees, researchers saw dramatic increases in growth and
yield during the first three years of growth. This was partly due to
particle films delaying HLB infection. However, particle films caused
trees to grow faster even after they were infected. Researchers
imposed moderate water deficits to mimic what HLB does to trees
and found that the trees with particle film were able to better maintain
leaf water and keep their stomata open longer for more growth and
photosynthesis. This effect is strongest in the dry months of spring
and the hot months of summer (March-October).

Particle films are simply a suspension of microscopic solid inert
particles that can be sprayed onto leaves. When the suspension
dries, it leaves a film of particles on the surface of the leaf, which
reflects light away from the outer leaves of the canopy. This causes
the outer leaves, which are usually stressed by high light, to be partly
shaded. Particle films also can increase the light deeper in the canopy,
where leaves are usually shaded.

White particle films are best for increasing light penetration into the
canopy, while red-dyed fims are best for shading and for reducing
psyllids. Therefore, it is recommended to use white films when
temperatures are more moderate (spring and fall) and red fims when
high temperatures are straining the trees more (summer).

New sweet orange fruits and
leaves along with red-dyed kaolin
particle film applied with carnauba

wax product six months ago

Some shade is good, but too much can suppress growth, so researchers are working to identify the best
rates. Currently, it is believed that 12 pounds per acre of white Surround kaolin particle fim is best in March-
May and October—-November, while 17 pounds per acre of red particle film is ideal for June-September.

Using Raynox, a carnauba wax-based product, in 1:1 ratios with kaolin helps the particle film stay on the
leaves through more than 20 inches of rain. Using Raynox means reapplication is only necessary after new

growth covers the old growth.

Make red particle film by mixing in 2.5 fluid ounces of red-colored Colorback mulch colorant for each 1
pound of Surround kaolin particle film. Applications are not recommended in the cooler months of the year.

Christopher Vincent is an associate professor at the UF/IFAS CREC in Lake Alfred.




Florida Budget Includes $47
Million for Citrus

Florida Citrus Mutual (FCM) recently reported that the Florida Legislature’s fiscal year 2024-25 budget
(which still needs to be approved and signed by the Governor) includes $47 million to aid the state’s
citrus industry. The funding for various programs is:

e $18 million for the Citrus Research and Field Trial Program and the Citrus Research and
Development Foundation to research citrus treatments and therapies

e $9 million for Florida Department of Citrus (FDOC) marketing to promote the state’s citrus
products among consumers and influencers

e $8.3 million for the Citrus Health Response Program, administered by the Florida Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS), to help researchers develop new varieties,
increase citrus production and advance technologies to treat and prevent citrus greening

e $4 million for the Citrus Inspection Trust Fund to supplement grower assessments for citrus
inspection

e $2.7 million for pest management through FDACS in collaboration with the FDOC to suppress
the Asian citrus psyllid that causes citrus greening

e $2 million for the Citrus Recovery Program, administered by the FDOC, to advance
technologies that produce tolerance or resistance to citrus greening and produce trees that
show tolerance or resistance to citrus greening

e $2 million for the citrus budwood facility through FDACS to expand the propagation of citrus
greening-tolerant or resistant Citrus sinensis or Citrus sinensis-like budwood trees and
seedlings, and for operations and maintenance of the greenhouse

e $1 million for the Citrus Nursery Automation Cost Share, which provides 80% cost-share
funding to citrus tree nurseries for purchase of new equipment that will reduce the cost of trees
to growers

Additionally, the Florida Legislature’s budget includes a $100 million annual appropriation for the Rural
and Family Lands Protection Program, which aims to protect working agricultural operations from
development by establishing conservation easements. The state can protect these critical lands by
partnering with farmers, ranchers and growers.

“The Florida Legislature’s investments today in research and innovation will support the restoration

of Florida’s signature crop to its former glory,” said FCM Vice President and Chief Operating Officer
Matt Joyner. “We are grateful to Senate President-Designate Ben Albritton, a citrus grower himself,
for championing $47 million to support the industry. With Governor DeSantis’ approval of this budget,
growers and researchers can script the story of a bright future for Florida citrus.”

Source: FCM







Mark Your Calendars Now for
Citrus Expo 2024

The Citrus and Specialty Crop Expo 2024 is scheduled for August 21st & 22", so please
reserve these dates on your calendar. The Expo will be held at the Florida State Fairgrounds in
Tampa again this year.

Begun in 1992, the Citrus Expo has grown to become the world’s premier seminar and trade
show program for citrus growers and industry professionals. The two-day event is organized
and operated by AgNet Media/Citrus Industry Magazine with solicited input from numerous
growers, researchers and industry organizations.

The event’s primary purpose is to provide unequalled education and industry fellowship
opportunities annually for growers, industry leaders, decision-makers and vendors. It has
become an important venue for growers to share ideas and learn about what’s working in
citrus groves to fight HLB and other challenges.

Grower input is strongly encouraged throughout the Expo educational seminar
planning process, which will get started very soon. So please email your Citrus Expo topic
and/or speaker suggestions to either rroyce@hccga.com or CitrusExpo@AgNetMedia.com.

Stast each day the cituws way!

602 McKean Street

Auburndale, FL 33823 Dean Evans (863) 287-2251
Office (863) 965-5302 Keith Hinkle (863) 381-1735
Fax (863) 965-5966 Mike Whitney (863) 581-3674




HCCGA Citrus Connection
Newsletter Advertising

HCCGA produces our monthly newsletter at the completion of each month, and it is published shortly
thereafter. The ads you see in this newsletter are what make it possible for it to be produced and
distributed, both in hard copy and electronically. In addition to our membership mailing list, the newsletter
is also sent to our entire electronic contact list, which includes firms associated with other agricultural
enterprises and is archived for at least one year on the Association’s Website: www.hccga.com.

So if you would like more information about how to advertise with the Association, or would like to
place an insertion order, contact Ray or Jan at the HCCGA office. Below are our advertising rates:
HCCGA Newsletter Advertising Rates

Full Page - Full Color $ 300.00 - per month

Full Page - Black & White $ 225.00 - per month

Half Page - Full Color $ 200.00 - per month

Half Page - Black & White $ 150.00 - per month

Third Page - Full Color $1,500.00 - one year/12 issues
Third Page - Full Color $ 900.00 - six months/6 issues
Business Card - Full Color $ 500.00 - one year/12 issues
Business Card - Black & White $ 400.00 - one year/12 issues
Business Card - Full Color $ 350.00 - six months/6 issues
Business Card - Black & White $ 250.00 - six months/6 issues

** Third page & Business card size ads must be placed for a minimum of six months.
** Half & Full page ads must be placed for a minimum of three months.

FINANCING AND CROP
INSURANCE FOR FLORIDA
AGRICULTURE.

We know what works for your operation may not
work for your neighbor. At Farm Credit of
Florida we take the time to listen. If you want to
discuss your finance or crop insurance needs
stop by your local office or give us a call.

FarmCreditFl.com | (800) 432-4156

=Y NMLs: 453938
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New Marketing Agency for
FDOC

The Florida Citrus Commission (FCC) on March 20 expressed its intent to hire a new marketing
agency for the Florida Department of Citrus (FDOC). The FCC, which governs the FDOC, voted to give
FDOC staff approval to post the intent to award Padilla the marketing business and pursue contract
negotiations with them.

Padilla would replace current FDOC agency Edible Inc. Edible has been the FDOC’s consumer
marketing agency for 10 years and more recently became the FDOC’s agency for media relations and
issues management. Padilla would become the FDOC's new agency for consumer marketing as well
as for media relations and issues management.

The FDOC is required to conduct a request for proposal (RFP) process for services that exceed
$35,000 annually. On Feb. 27, an RFP workshop was held to solicit agency partners for media relations
and issues management. The presenters at that workshop were decided by the top four scores given
by a panel reviewing the eight initial proposals. Citrus commissioner rankings from that workshop
resulted in Padilla in first place and Edible in second place.

On March 6, an RFP workshop was held to solicit agency partners for consumer marketing. The
presenters at that workshop were decided by the top four scores given by a panel reviewing the 14
initial proposals. Citrus commissioner rankings from that workshop again resulted in Padilla in first
place and Edible in second place.

If everything goes as planned, FDOC staff will present the actual contracts with Padilla to the FCC for
approval. The FDOC contract with Edible expires June 30. A new contract with Padilla would begin on
July 1.

Source: FDOC
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Florida Citrus Mutual
Speech Contest

Florida Citrus Mutual held its statewide inaugural Julia C. Black
Memorial Speech Contest and Scholarship last month. The contest
encourages students to learn more about Florida’s agricultural industry,
specifically Florida citrus, and supports high school students with
scholarship funds.

Highlands County’s own Mark Barben was the contest winner. Mark

will present his speech during dinner at the Florida Citrus Industry
Annual Conference on Thursday, June 13, 2024.




Initial Colorado State
University Hurricane Forecast

Colorado State University (CSU) hurricane researchers on April 4 predicted an extremely active
Atlantic hurricane season in their initial 2024 forecast. The team cites record warm Atlantic sea surface
temperatures and a likely developing La Nifia as primary factors for their prediction of 11 hurricanes
this year.

This is the highest prediction for hurricanes that CSU has ever issued in its April outlook. The prior
highest April forecast was for nine hurricanes, which has been predicted several times since the
university began issuing April forecasts in 1995. However, considerable changes can occur in the
atmosphere-ocean between April and the peak of the Atlantic hurricane season from August to
October.

The CSU hurricane forecast is similar to an AccuWeather hurricane forecast issued March 27. The
AccuWeather forecast called for eight to 12 hurricanes.

The CSU Tropical Weather and Climate team is predicting 23 named storms during the Atlantic
hurricane season, which runs from June 1 to Nov. 30. Of the 11 expected hurricanes, five are
predicted to reach major hurricane strength with sustained winds of 111 miles per hour or greater.

The team predicts that 2024 hurricane activity will be about 170% of the average season from 1991 to
2020. By comparison, 2023’s hurricane activity was about 120% of the average season.

The CSU report also includes the probability of major hurricanes making landfall:
e 62% for the entire U.S. coastline (average from 1880 to 2020 is 43%)

e 34% for the U.S. East Coast, including the Florida peninsula (average from 1880 to 2020 is
21%)

o 42% for the Gulf Coast from the Florida Panhandle westward to Brownsville, Texas (average
from 1880 to 2020 is 27%)

The CSU forecast is intended to provide an estimate of activity in the Atlantic during the upcoming
season, not an exact measure. Forecast updates will be issued on June 11, July 9 and Aug. 6.

Source: CSU
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2024 Citrus Property Tax
Assessment Valuation

Below is a note from our Highlands County Property Appraiser Raymond Mclintyre where he
indicates that all Highlands County citrus property will be assessed at the base land value this year.

"As many of you know, the Highlands County Property Appraiser’s Office made a decision
to reduce all production based citrus assessments to the base land value of $1,500/acre in
2023 due to production loss from hurricane lan. After examining our citrus schedules and
the harvesting reports that we received from local citrus growers this year, | have made the
decision to extend that reduction. All production based citrus assessments will remain at the
base land value of $1,500/acre for the 2024 tax year. As always, this office looks forward to
working with you as we all hope and pray for better days ahead."

Also, please remember to keep the Property Appraiser’s office informed as to the status of your
grove properties, skips, pushed areas, etc. in order to potentially get those portions of your
property assessed at the valuation rate of $50.00 per acre due to disease concerns. If you
have any questions about this, contact Ray at the HCCGA office or Sam Klatt at the Property
Appraiser’s office (863) 402-6667 or SKlatt@hcpao.org.

Thank you again Mr. Mclntyre for your continued service to our county, and your professional
and economic based approach to the appraisal of citrus properties.

[ )
6““ n |d93 Adrian Jahna

HARVESTING CO. Business Representative
UCENSED CITRUS FRUIT DEALER BASF C i Florida
orporation
OFF: (852?2;: :;1 ]l.UILSON "I' P222|~D§3,1T3')c225 0298 Office (919) 224-9967
CELL: (863) 441-8393 FAX. (863) 6992793 | Mobile (863) 443-2404

e-mail: charlie@sunridgeharvesting.com adrlan.Jahna@basf.c?m
POST OFFICE BOX 2290 » LAKE PLACID, FL 338622090 | WWw.agproducts.basf.com
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National OJ Day - May 4*"

Just a quick reminder to all of our members and friends that Saturday, May 4" is National OJ
Day. You are encouraged to start to think about how, even in a very small way, you can help
assist in reminding your friends, neighbors and business associates that Americans have long
had a love affair with orange juice. In fact, we drink nearly one billion gallons a year — making it ;
America’s favorite 100 percent fruit juice. ‘o

We collectively need to promote this day as a great opportunity to raise a glass to the great
taste and nutritional benefits of 100% orange juice. At the very least, please ask your social
media contacts to go to @0JfromFlorida on Twitter (#OJselfie posts are encouraged) or

www.facebook.com/FloridaOrangeduice on Facebook and share a fun post about 100%
Florida OJ.

The University of Florida Institute of Food and UF/IFAS
Agricultural Sciences and Southeast AgNet have e
partnered to provide the latest news on citrus-
related research in monthly podcasts at: http://
citrusindustry.net/allinforcitrus/

The podcast, “All in for Citrus,” features short
interviews with scientists working to find solutions to
citrus greening and other devastating citrus diseases.
The podcast complements the UF/IFAS Citrus
Research website at: citrusresearch.ifas.ufl.edu, and
their monthly newsletter.




CRAFT Program Updates

Since its inception five years ago, the Citrus Research and Field Trials (CRAFT) Foundation has
worked with Florida growers to develop more than 1,400 grower-drive research trials across
17 counties and covering all of the major citrus-growing regions in Florida.

Coming into 2024, CRAFT had 1,290 traditional, new planting projects representing nearly
10,000 acres of newly planted Florida citrus trees. An additional 1,064 projects accounting for
approximately 74,000 acres had been enrolled in the Existing Tree Therapies (ETT) program,
looking at novel therapies on mature trees.

At their March 2024 meeting, the CRAFT Board of Directors considered recommendations
from the Technical Working Group and staff, and approved a total of 118 additional new
planting projects, adding more than 5,500 acres to the program total. These projects join the
11 previously approved PEP new planting projects covering an additional 455 acres to make
up CRAFT Cycle Five. All Cycle Five projects must be fully planted no later than June 30,
2025.

Between traditional new plantings and the ETT program, CRAFT now has a total of 1,419
projects covering more than 90,000 acres of Florida citrus.

Participation agreements for the Cycle Five projects have been mailed to all approved growers.

If you submitted an application for Cycle Five and have not received a Participation Agreement

or email notifying you of your waitlist status, please contact Tamara Wood (tamara@craftfan.
org) or Carisa Keller (carisa@craftfdn.org) for more
information. All executed contracts must be returned to
the CRAFT offices no later than May 1, 2024 for inclusion
in the program.

CRAFT has applied for additional funding to continue to
develop the program, and if successful in our requests,
will plan to open the application windows sometime in
late summer 2024. Additional information on future cycles
will be shared as it becomes available.

CITRUS RESEARCH AND FIELD TRIAL
FOUNDATION, INC.
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Chad MCWaters
CFP®, ChFC®, CASSL®, CLU®
Agency Manager

Fax 863.385.5356
Claims 800.330.3327




UF/IFAS Center for Leadership
Launches Online Certificate
Program in Agricultural
Leadership

The UF/IFAS Center for Leadership is launching its new online professional certificate, “The
Foundations of Agricultural Leadership.” Designed to provide the essential education required
to create effective leaders in the agricultural sector, this program is valuable for early-career
professionals and emerging leaders in the industry.

The Foundations of Agricultural Leadership Certificate program covers a range of vital topics,
including interpersonal leadership, the five practices of exemplary leadership, delivering
effective presentations, personal branding, communication styles and active listening. Upon
successful completion, participants will be awarded a certificate and a virtual credential from
the UF/IFAS Center for Leadership.

The program is designed to be completed in an eight to 10 week timeframe and is available
entirely online and self-paced. The cost to enroll in the certificate is $550. This certificate offers
flexibility and convenience for professionals looking to enhance their leadership skills without
disrupting their busy schedules.

“We recognize the need for strong leadership in the agricultural sector, especially as the
industry continues to evolve,” said Christy Chiarelli, director of the UF/IFAS Center for
Leadership. “This certificate is tailored to equip the next generation of agricultural leaders with
the tools and knowledge they need to succeed.”

Interested individuals are encouraged to register online at https://bit.ly/3QNFhiz.
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2024 Annual Citrus
Conference

The 2024 Florida Citrus Industry Annual Conference will

take place on June 12"-14" at the Hyatt Regency Coconut
Point Resort in Bonita Springs. Florida Citrus Mutual has
planned another great conference that will include informative
educational sessions and a number of industry meetings for
growers and associated partners to participate in.

Conference registration is now open and you can also reserve your hotel room. Visit Florida
Citrus Mutual’s NEW website at https://www.flcitrusmutual.com in order to learn more about
the conference, view the schedule of events and register to attend.

Book your hotel room reservations now for a discounted rate. The total room rate is $149/
night when you book on or before April 30, 2024. When you book after that date, the room
rate will be $179/night.

There will also be a number of fellowship events to enjoy, and this is an extremely family
friendly event and venue if you have not attended the conference at the Hyatt Regency
Coconut Point Resort and Spa before.

If you plan to play in the Florida Citrus Mutual Golf Tournament on Friday, June 14, be sure
to sign-up when you register for the conference. This year's tournament will be held at the
Saltleaf Golf Preserve and it is $150 per golfer to play.
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Donaldson tree, Parson Brown, Sundragon and many other scions are available!
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USDA Citrus Crop Forecast

Update

All Oranges 18.8 Million Boxes

The 2023-2024 Florida all orange forecast
released on April 11, 2024 by the USDA
Agricultural Statistics Board is lowered
1.00 million boxes to 18.8 million boxes.

If realized, this will be 19 percent more
than last season’s revised production. The
forecast consists of 6.80 million boxes of
non-Valencia oranges (early, mid-season,
and Navel varieties) and 12.0 million boxes of
Valencia oranges.

Non-Valencia Oranges 6.80 Million Boxes
The forecast of non-Valencia orange
production is unchanged at 6.80 million
boxes. Non-Valencia harvest is over for the
season. The Row Count survey conducted
March 26-27, 2024 showed the relatively
complete harvest of early & mid-season non-
Valencia rows. The Navel forecast, included
in the non-Valencia portion of the forecast, is
180,000 boxes.

April 11, 2024

Valencia Oranges 12.0 Million Boxes

The forecast of Valencia orange production is
reduced 1.00 million boxes from the previous
forecast and is now 12.0 million boxes. Final
fruit size is below the average, requiring 271
pieces to fill a 90-pound box. Final droppage,
measured at 50 percent, is above the
average. The Row Count survey conducted
March 26-27, 2024, showed 51 percent of
the Valencia crop harvested.

All Grapefruit 2.00 Million Boxes

The forecast of all grapefruit production is
lowered 200,000 boxes to 2.00 million. The
Row Count survey conducted March 26-27,
2024, indicated 97 percent of red and white
grapefruit rows are harvested.

Tangerines and Tangelos 500,000 Boxes
The forecast for tangerines and tangelos is
unchanged at 500,000 boxes. This forecast
number includes all certified tangerine and
tangelo varieties.
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KUBOTA LANDPRIDE

BUSH HOG
RIDGE EQUIPMENT CO.

SALES - RENTALS - PARTS - SERVICE

DAN FRANKLIN OFFICE: 863-382-4157

CELL: 863-273-6260

6820 US 27 N
SEBRING, FL 33870

dan@ridge-equipment.com
www.ridge-equipment.com

Sebring Store
6402 US Hwy 27 South
Sebring, FL 33876
(863) 314-6647

Specialists in Liquid
Handling Products

Headquarters
413 ABC Rd Lake Wales, FL 33859
(863) 638-1407
www.chemicalcontainers.com

* Sales ¢ Service * Custom Design * Repair
 Sprayers ° Fertigation * Herbicide Systems

Clewiston Store Zolfo Springs Store
742 East Sagamore 3322 Hwy 17 S.
Clewiston, FL 33440 Zolfo Springs, FL 33890

(863) 301-3520 (863) 474-3051

A\

CRAFT's mission is to move lab and research solutions into commercial
- groves for commercial-scale field trials, collect data on the results of those

field trials and create an integrated data management system allowing
growers, researchers and other interested parties to analyze the efficacy and

CITRUS RESEARCH AND FIELD TRIAL
FOUNDATION, INC.

efficiency of various strategies, treatments and therapies.

For additional information, contact Tamara Wood - 863.698.9276 or tamara@craftfdn.org
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2024 HCCGA Golf Day

The 2024 Highlands County Citrus Growers Association’s Annual Golf

Day, presented by Heartland National Bank will take place on the
afternoon of Thursday, April 25" this year, at the SUN ‘N LAKE Golf Club

in Sebring. So make plans now to join us for a fun day on the golf course by utilizing the

registration flier in this newsletter to get signed up!

A 12:00 PM luncheon and sign-in will precede the 1:00 PM tee off. Lunch, range balls,
on-course water-soda-beer, post tournament hors d’oeuvres and a raffle drawing prize
ticket will be included in each golfing entry. The cost is $100.00 per player ($400.00 per
foursome), and the tournament is open to the public. A four-player team scramble format
will be used in the tournament, and there will be a number of hole contests to compete
with others in your handicap class for in addition to gift certificate prizes for the top 3
teams in each of the three flights.

Thank you to HC County Commissioner Chris Campbell for sponsoring our Luncheon
& Post Play Hors D’oeuvres, and our friends at Syngenta for making the roving beverage
cart possible again this year.

Magna Bon Il, Harvey’s Fertilizer & Chemical, M.E. Stephens & Sons Fruit
Company, Carlson Accounting and HC County Commissioner Scott Kirouac are
sponsoring our 6 hole contests and Diamond R Fertilizer and Duke Energy are

0 sponsoring the warm-up putting green and driving range respectively.

We do have raffle prize sponsorships available at $100.00 and up, if you would like to
get your company some great recognition both at the event and in our monthly newsletter.
Just give Ray or Jan a call at the HCCGA office for more info.
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Andy Russell
Phone (863) 465-2821 ° Fax (863) 699-1162
109 Arron Drive * Lake Placid, FL 33852

COMPLETE CITRUS MANAGEMENT

HEDGING * TOPPING * SKIRTING

THANK YOU
| HCCGAGrowers!

We appreciate you

= S e e and your business.
W ﬂ ? We are here for your
a VAV

The Standardof Quality i Low Voumemigation Micro Spray needs! A CUT ABOVE THE REST
MADE Frank Youngman
e Mesdlet Tecin Fax 866-699-9851 ¢ Cell 863-441-1164

sellss@uergsieonm 403 Bear Lane ¢ Lake Placid, FL 33852




sun ’N Lake GOIf Club Sponsored by

Sebring

12:00 Lunch/Check-In
1:00 Shotgun Start

Team Foursome - $400.00

Includes 4 players & lunch
$50 Gift Certificates Awarded to the winners of special events

Please sigh me up for a Team Foursome - $400.00
Range balls and a participation prize raffle ticket included for all golfing participants

Enclosed is my check for $ Please Bill Me:
Contact Name: Additional Info: (863) 385-8091
Phone: Fax : (863) 385-6829
E-Mail: E-Mail: admin@hccga.com
Address: Mail form & check to: HCCGA
6419 US Hwy 27 S, Sebring, FL. 33876
Player #1 Handicap
Player #2 Handicap
Player #3 Handicap
Player #4 Handicap

Luncheon & Post Tournament Hors D’oeuvres
Complimentary Water, Soft Drinks & Beer on Course
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Citrusindustry.net
The Leading Publication for Growers and Industry
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Serving Southeastern Produce Production

SpecialtyCropGrower.com
Florida Grower and Specialty Crop Industry magazines
merged and created Specialty Crop Grower magazine.

CITRUS

& SPECIALTY CROP

EXP3

CitrusExpo.net
The World’s Premier Citrus Expo
August 21-22, 2024 — Florida State Fairgrounds,

AgNet
MEDIA
Sales@AgNetMedia.com
(352) 671-1909

27206 SW 22nd PL,
Newberry, FL 32669

WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTERS
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Specialty Cro
Grower &

Citrusindustry.net and SpecialtyGropGrower.com
Subscribe today for up-to-date news for growers




Florida Citrus Land Sales and
Prices

The recent Lay of the Land Florida 2023 Market Report from SVN Saunders Ralston Dantzler
Real Estate highlighted 40 citrus grove sales in 12 Central Florida counties last year. The
average sales price of $11,141 per net tree acre was up 3% from the prior year. The average
gross acre sales price was $9,284, up 7%.

The highlighted grove sales totaled 15,699 acres, down 9% from the prior year. The average
grove transaction size was 392 acres, up 142%.

HIGHLANDS COUNTY HAS MOST SALES

Almost half of the citrus sales, 18, were in Highlands County. Other Central Florida counties
with reported multiple sales were Hardee (6), DeSoto (3), Hendry (3), Polk (3) and St. Lucie

(2). Counties with one sale reported in 2023 were Glades, Lee, Manatee, Okeechobee and
Osceola.

The largest citrus sale reported was 3,065 gross acres in Osceola County for $33.08 million,
or $10,793 per gross acre. The second largest sale was 2,533 gross acres in Hendry County
for $20.64 million, or $8,151 per gross acre.

The smallest sales reported were two 19-acre transactions in Highlands County, for $320,300
and $161,500, or $16,858 and $8,500 per gross acre, respectively.

VALUE FACTORS

“Citrus groves located in the short-term and long-term path of progress are still highly
attractive for residential and commercial developers,” SVN Saunders Senior Advisor Brian
Beasley reported.

Beasley noted that values for groves are based on factors including varieties, industry pricing
for fruit and juice, crop production, juice quality, tree condition, irrigation and drainage,
favorable marketing channels and, of course, location.

Beasley stated that groves with substantial production and “favorable forward-looking
fruit contracts” generally yield profits. “However, citrus greening disease continues to be a
challenge,” he added.

Source: SVN Saunders Ralston Dantzler Real Estate

RANDY WHITE
BRANCH MANAGER - SEBRING
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C1863.990.0617
01863.471.0105
rwhite@newtoncrouch.com

5427 DeSoto City Road
Sebring, Florida 33870
newtoncrouch.com




Farm TEAM Card

Commissioner of Agriculture Wilton Simpson has announced that farmers can now apply for
the Florida Farm Tax Exempt Agricultural Materials (TEAM) Card.

The plastic wallet-sized Florida Farm TEAM Card is a physical alternative to the paper
exemption certificates and aims to streamline the purchasing process for sales-tax-exempt
agricultural materials, making it more convenient to purchase these materials tax-exempt. The
card is free, and those interested in applying or learning more (including what is exempt) can
visit: www.fdacs.gov/FarmTEAM.

How Does The Florida Farm TEAM Card Work?

The TEAM card does not expand or create agricultural exemptions beyond those
provided in s. 212.08, F.S. A farmer whose real property is classified as agricultural
pursuant to s. 193.461, F.S. — OR - A farmer who has implemented agricultural best
management practices on property it owns or leases.

How long does the exemption approval last?

Unless an exemption is revoked by the DOR, each approved Card is good for five years
before renewal is required.

How wiill stores/vendors verify Farm TEAM Cards?

Each card will have a URL or QR Code that will allow stores/vendors to verify Farm
TEAM Cards quickly and easily.

Can stores/vendors make a copy of my card to keep on file for quick reference?
Yes, with cardholder permission. The card will not display sensitive data such as social
security numbers or tax IDs. Cards will display the individual or corporate name and
address. The tax exemption number is provided by DOR.

How many cards may | request under a single entity?

FDACS will provide up to 10 cards. Each card will contain the individual business or
corporate name and address. Cards will not name individual cardholders.

Will online vendors accept the TEAM Card Exemption?

User will have to follow the online vendor’s procedures and any requirements, which may
include submission of the Tax Exemption Certificate issued by DOR.

Who do I contact if | have questions?

FarmTEAMCard@FDACS.gov.

Glade & Grove Supply Co

SALES - RENTAL - SERVICE - PARTS -
8% NEW HOLLAND CASE m
®

AGRICULTURE

WACKER
People...Products... Knowledge... NEUSON
Helena Agri-Enterprises *\\ Nutl"ena
altmanm@helenaagri.com Mark Altman m SCHUI’TE
www.helenaagri.com 863-781-0462
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Associate Members

Please Support Associate Members Who Support HCCGA.

Active Minerals
Advantage Hedging & Topping, Inc.
Advent Health Foundation
Aerobotics
Ag Flying Services, Inc.
AgLogic Chemicals
Ag Nutrients
Ag-Engine Controls
Aglime Sales, Inc.
AgNet Media, Inc/Citrus Industry Magazine
Agricuttural Risk Management
Agriculture Intelligence/ AGROVIEW
Agro-K
Agromillora Florida
AgroSource, Inc.
Ag Technologies
Ag-Tronix
Alan Jay Fleet Sales
Applied Aquatic Management, Inc.
Assured Partners of Florida
Bagwell Lumber Company
Barben Fruit Company, Inc.
BASF
Bayer CropScience
Benny Albritton Grove Service, Inc.
Big TTire
Bill Jarrett Ford
BioFlora
Biomimetic Soil Solutions
BioSafe Systems, LLC
Blacksmith BioScience
Blue Goose Growers
BMP Logic
Bowsmith, Inc.

Brandt Consolidated, Inc.
Brite Leaf Citrus Nursery
C-Green-Ag Biotechnology
Carlson Accouning
Carden & Associates, Inc.

Center Ridge Caretaking, Inc.
Central Florida Ag Service, Inc.
Central Florida Media Group
Central Florida Soil Lab
Central Life Sciences
Certis Biologicals
Chemical Containers, Inc.
Chemical Dynamics
CitraPac, Inc.
CitruSaver Fertilizer
CliftonLarsonAllen, LLC
Cohan Radio Group, Inc.
Coker Fuel
Coldwell Banker Highlands Properties
Creative Printing
Crews Bank & Trust
Crop Disaster Recovery, LLC
Crop Vitality
Crutchfield & Sons, Inc.
Cutrale Citrus Juices USA, Inc.
D &S Drainage, LLC
David Cannon Well Drilling, Inc.
DeMott Auction Co., Inc.
Diamond R Fertilizer
Duke Energy
Dundee Citrus Growers Association
Dunson Harvesting, Inc.
Ecological Laboratories

EIP Citrus Management
Everglades Equipment Group
Everglades Harvesting, Inc.
Farm Credit of Florida
Fauls, Jackie
Feek Family Citrus
Fields Equipment Co., Inc.
Fleet Products
Florida Chemical Company
Florida Citrus Mutual
Florida Fertilizer Company, Inc.
Florida Grove Hedgers, Inc.
Florida Senator Erin Grall
Florida Sod of Highlands County, Inc.
Florida's Natural Growers
Florikan ESA, LLC
FMC
Frostproof Growers Supply, Inc.
(Gator Ag Group, Inc.
GeoAg Solutions
Glade & Grove Supply Co., Inc.
(Glades Crop Care
Glades Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Gowan USA
Gose Citrus LLC
(Greater Sebring Chamber of Commerce
Griffin Fertilizer Company
H.C. Clerk of Courts Jerome Kasubowski
H.C. Commissioner Arlene Tuck
H.C. Commissioner Chris Campbell
H.C. Commissioner Don E. Elwell
H.C. Commissioner Kevin Roberts
H.C. Commissioner Scott Kirouac
H.C. Economic Development
H.C. Tax Collector Eric T. Zwayer
Haifa North America
Hancock Citrus, Inc.
Harrell's LLC
Hartman Farms
Harplyn, Inc.

Harvey's Fertilizer & Chemical
Heartland Ag Capital & Consulting
Heartland National Bank
Helena Agri Enterprises. LLC
Hicks Qi Co., Inc
Highlands County Cattlemans Assoc., Inc.
Highlands County Farm Bureau
Himrod Citrus Nursery
Home & Commercial Irrigation, Inc.
Hood Citrus Caretaking
Howard Fertilizer & Chemical Company, Inc.
Tim Hurner
Johnson Harvesting, Inc.

Kahn Citrus Management, LLG/Murphy Ag Solutions
KeyPlex
Krause Services
L. Dicks, Inc.
Lake Placid Caretakers, Inc.
Lake Placid Citrus Cooperative
Laye's Tire Service
Life Soils Florida, LLC
Lisa Sherman, CPA, PA
Living Water Services, Inc.
Locher Environmental Technology, LLC
Locus Agricultural Solutions
M.E. Stephens & Sons Fruit Co., Inc.
Magna-Bon Il, LLC

Maxijet, Inc.
MetLife Investment Management
Mike Hurst Citrus Services, Inc.
Miller Chemical & Fertilizer
MoonBeam Land Company
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management
Murphy Ag Solutions
Newton Crouch, Inc.
NovaSource
Nufarm Americas, Inc.
NUTECH
Nutrien Ag Solutions
0K Corral Gun Club
Ole South Auto Salvage, Inc.
Orchid Istand Juice Company
ORO Agri, Inc.
Pantuso, Inc.
Patriot Welding Supply
Peace River Citrus Products, Inc.
Performance Nutrition/ LidoChem
Phillip Rucks Gitrus Nursery, Inc.
Elizabeth Pines, PA
Plant Food Systems
PGIM Real Estate Finance
Quail Creek Sporting Ranch
Rabo Agri Finance
Ridge Equipment Company
Rogers Petroleum, Inc.
SEVEN Sebring Raceway Hotel
Shutts & Bowen, LLP
John F. Smoak and Sons
Smoak Groves, Inc.
Somers Irrigation, Inc.
Southeast Ag Solutions
Southeast Green Space, LLC
South Florida State College
South Ridge Abstract and Title Co.
South State Bank
Southern Citrus Nurseries
Southern Gardens Grove Corp.
Southridge Citrus Nursery, Inc.
Stallings Crop Insurance Corporation
SunRidge Harvesting Company
SVN Saunders Ralston Dantzler Real Estate
Syngenta
Taylor Oil Company, Inc.
Tessenderlo Kerley, Inc.
The Avanti Company
The Story Companies
TIMAC Agro USA, Inc.
Trademark Nitrogen
Tradewinds Power Corp
TriEst Ag Group
Trivield
Tree Defender
Triangle Chemical Co.
Triangle Hardware
Tropicana Products, Inc.
Valent
Vortex Granular Solutions. LLC
W.A. Williams Citrus Nursery & Service Inc.
Wards Nursery, Inc.
Waypoints Financial
Wedgworth, Inc.
Wells and Associates Insurance
Wicks, Brown, Williams and Co., CPAS
Yara North America, Inc




Cutting Edge Nutrition & Crop Protectioh
for Trees Impacted by Citrus HLB

[ HIGHLANDS

COUNTY
CITRUS GROWERS

ASSOCIATION, INC.

6419 US Hwy 27 South * Sebring, FL 33876-5712
863.385.8091 www.hccga.com
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BRANDT, a leading provider of specialty inputs, offers a wide range of proprietary nutrition and crop protection products.
The following products are recommended to help treat trees that have been impacted by Citrus HLB.

Spring Pre-Bloom through Post-Bloom Sprays:

Foliar Feed with Boron, Calcium and Magnesium

= BRANDT® Manni-Plex® Cal-Mag - high efficiency foliar
calcium/magnesium

= BRANDT Manni-Plex for Citrus - high efficiency foliar
nutrient combo for citrus

= BRANDT Smart B-Mo - high efficiency foliar
boron/molybdenum

= Celite® 610 - mechanical insecticide that contains 100%
diatomaceous earth, OMRI Listed

Complexed Nutrients:

Feed with Dry Lignosulfates

= Agra Sol -dry soluble powder chelated micronutrients

Summer Oil Sprays:
Foliar Feed and Protect

= BRANDT Smart K B - high efficiency foliar
potassium/boron

= Nordox® 75 WG or 30/30 - copper fungicide,
OMRI Listed

= TresQil® - emulsified fungicide/insecticide spray oil,
OMRI Listed

For more information, contact J.R. Gough at
Jr.Gough@brandt.co or 863 781 0363

Brandt Consolidated, Inc. B M
www.brandt.co ®



